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NOTES AND NEWS 



That the theory of the dissociation of matter is gaining acceptance 
at Cambridge University is set forth by the Athenaeum for September 28, 
as follows : " The conversion of Cambridge physicists to the theory of the 
dissociation of matter which they received with such scorn on its first 
appearance has for some time gone on steadily, and the memoir by Mr. P. 
D. Innes in the August Proceedings of the Royal Society seems to mark 
its apogee. Mr. Innes, a scholar of Trinity, who writes with the cus- 
tomary note of thanks for help from the Cavendish professor, states that 
'the numerous theoretical and experimental investigations during the 
past few years of J. J. Thomson, Rutherford, Becquerel and others on 
the radioactive substances have demonstrated conclusively that the only 
theory which can satisfactorily account for the phenomena observed is 
that of atomic disintegration, a process which is apparently going on in 
several, if not in all, of the elements.' He further says that the expul- 
sion of negatively charged particles from different ordinary metals when 
struck by the Rontgen rays seems ' due to the disintegration of the atom,' 
and that 'there is a definite energy of disintegration possessed by the 
atoms of an element.' He adds : ' That there is a great store of energy 
in the atom seems now beyond question, and if this reservoir could only 
become available, all our present conditions might be completely revolu- 
tionized.' " 

The following notice is from Nature for October 10: "A Greek 
pamphlet lately published at Athens (P. D. Sacellarius) under the title 
of 'At tS>v Lamarck kcu Darwin ©ecopiiu n-apa t<o 'Ap«rroTe\« ' gives an 
interesting account of various passages in the works of Aristotle which 
contain anticipations of modern observations and discoveries. The exist- 
ence of a placenta in selachians and the sexual dimorphism of certain 
cephalopods were among the facts well known to the Greek philosopher, 
who also shows a considerable grasp of the phenomena of correlation, of 
the influence of external conditions on individual development, and of 
the rivalry between organisms in which the weakest goes to the wall. It 
is, however, rightly pointed out that Aristotle, though he had distinctly 
before his mind the principle of natural selection as propounded by 
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Empedocles, deliberately rejected that principle as a factor in organic 
evolution. A passage from the ' Physics,' frequently quoted and almost 
as frequently misinterpreted, shows conclusively that Aristotle, though 
no theist, held firmly to the view that the scheme of nature is purposeful 
and rational; but adaptations, in his opinion, came into existence ready- 
made, and not by degrees. The difference between this latter position and 
that of Darwin is clearly emphasized in the present pamphlet, but even 
here the force of the argument in the passage we allude to does not 
seem to have been fully realized." 

The Oxford University Press announces " Anthropological Essays, Pre- 
sented to Edward Burnett Tylor in Honor of his Seventy-fifth Birthday, 
October 2, 1907," by H. Balfour, A. E. Crawley, D. J. Cunningham, L. 
E. Farnell, J. G. Frazer, A. C. Haddon, E. S. Hartland, A. Lang, R. R. 
Marett, C. S. Myers, J. L. Myers, C. H. Read, Sir J. Rhys, W. Ridgeway, 
W. H. R Rivers, C. G. Seligmann and T. A. Joyce, N. W. Thomas, A. 
Thompson, E. Westermarck, with a bibliography by Barbara W. Freire- 
Marreco. 

The Oxford University Press will soon bring out " Studies in the 
Medicine of Ancient India: Part I. Osteology, or the Bones of the 
Human Body," by A. F. Rudolf Hoernle. The author declares that 
the medical writers of India in the sixth century B. C. had accumulated 
a remarkable amount of information on anatomical matters. There 
was dissection of human bodies, but not, it appears, of animals. 

An English translation, by Katharine Royce, of a paper by Papini 
entitled " What Pragmatism is Like " appears in the October number 
of the Popular Science Monthly. This translation affords, perhaps, to the 
English reader the first opportunity to become acquainted at first-hand 
with the characteristic tendencies of the Italian school of pragmatists. 

Houghton, Mifflin & Co. announce the publication of the Rotch edi- 
tion of Emanuel Swedenborg's Theological Works, in thirty-two volumes. 
This is the first complete edition of Swedenborg's theological writings 
and the first trade edition of his works published in this country. 

Professor R. M. Wenley, of the University of Michigan, has been 
elected to the Baldwin lectureship on religion for the year 1908-09. 

L. E. Emerson, Ph.D. (Harvard), has been appointed instructor in 
philosophy in the University of Michigan. 

The Revue Generate des Sciences Psychiques, edited by M. Ernest 
Bosc, is announced. 



